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Is M. Night Shyamalan's crisis-of-faith movie Signs even about
aliens? Are there even aliens in it? Was it really so "cheesy" that
they were killed by water? Someone out there has made a
pretty damn good case that what we think the creatures in the
film are might be all wrong.

M. Night Shyamalan may have fallen upon hard times lately, but there are still some of us who
consider some of his films to be, not only smart, but seminal genre pieces. As a writer his work
is always extremely thought out, the symbols and allusions embedded within all pieces of a
complex character puzzle. Certainly Signs and The Village prove this which is why they have
always ranked among some of my favourite films.

But what if we were all duped by the very nature of Signs?

Let this theory blow your mind:

When I first saw this film, I didn't realize that it wasn't about aliens at all. It's about
the return of demons. Notice it's all about a priest’'s resurgence of belief, and a
preordained moment of redemption-if-dared-and-attempted. There is no alien
technology or weaponry or clothing of any kind, only a clawed, naked beast creature
and lights in the sky.

Furthermore: The running joke throughout the movie is that people see these
"invaders" in a way that's related to their particular frame of mind: The cop sees them
as prankster kids, the bookstore owners see them as "a hoax to sell commercials,” the
Army recruitment officer sees them as invading military, the kids see them as UFOs...
and the Priest sees them as test of faith. This understanding of the film removed my
hatred of the "You've got to be kidding me; they were killed by WATER!" concept. In
fact, the priest's daughter had been referred to as "holy" (as revealed during Mel's key
monologue)a€ recognized by all who saw her at her birth as "an Angel;" and her quite
particular relationship to water is shown to be very special and spiritual: In other
words, she has placed vials of what are, essentially, HOLY WATER all around the
house. (And the creature’s reaction when coming in contact with this blessed liquid is
EXACTLY like monsters/vampires being splashed by spiritual "acid.")

This view of the movie also explains the creature’s actions: They act like superior
tricksters, are not able to break in through closed doors, can be trapped behind simple
wooden latches a€"all mythological elements of demons and vampire-like creatures of
lore. It also explains the news over the radio at the end of the movie that an ancient
method of killing the creatures has been found "in three small cities in the Middle
East"” - one would suspect the religious "hubs" of the three main Abrahamic traditions,
each discovering the "mystic methods" of protection-and-dispatch that Ia€™ve noted
earlier.

Note also: All the Christian iconography throughout the movie, the references to "Signs
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Aequitas (2 years ago) m

When you think about it these aliens could be what created the idea of demons and
hell. They come to abduct people and take them to their planet (let's assume it's hot
and with minimal water) and they look like monsters.

NinjaTrouilLLe (1 year ago) m

Not certain i buy this theory. Its actually more plausible they are still aliens, but never
meant to attack and we just see the whole story from the eyes of a secluded family in
a farm far away and whose external contact with the situation is only through media,
radio and idiotic books
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