
o PERI OF th year i
m r gentl and go d, for
the rid f indu try and
c mm rc ,than hri tn
and th we ks pr c ding it.

Fr m the tr ri es th tremul u und f
th m untainee 'bagpip ; and the big com,
ani ,till Y t rday I Iy c ncemed with

calcul ting gr r uct and divid nd , en
their h arts to human aff; c i ns an t mile.
Th Ie th ught of Board fire t n i
t giv joy to th ir fell w man, n ing gifts
ace mpanied b me age f g will th t

oth r c mpanie nd t priate indivi ual ;
e ery firm ~ I blig t bu a gr at t k of
pr duc fr m a ond firm to erve a pre;

n to third firms; and tho firms, ~ r their
part, buy fr m et another firm furth r t ks
of pr nt ~ r the the ; th offic win w
remain aglow till late, p ci lly th of th
hipping d artment where th nnel

w rk ertim wra ping ackag xe i

beyond th mi ted pan ,on th id walk
cov red by a crust f i ,the pipers a anee.
Having cended from th dark my ted u
m untains, the tand at the d wnt wn inter'
ecti ns a bit dazzled b the exce ive ligh ,

by the exc i el rich hop window ; and
head bow d, th y I w int th ir in tru,
men ; t that un am ng the busin men
the heavy conflict f inter t ar Iacate 1

and give way to a new rivalry: to wh can
pr nt the m t 0 nspicu us and original gift
in th m t artracti way.

At av and C . that year th Public
Relati ice u e ted that th Chri tm
pre nts for th m t imp rtant per ns h uld

e eliv red t h m by a m n dr ed a
anta CLaus. .
The idea won the unanim u appr al f

th top x cutive . A c mplete anta Clau
utfit wa ught: whit bard, r d ca and

1. placated (pia' kat' id): pacified; calmed.
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tunic dg d in whit fur, big t . Th y had
the ari d li ry m n try it .n to wh m
it fitted· t, ut n m n w t h n and
th bear t u hed th ground; an ther w t
t ut and uldn't t int th tunic; another

w t un ; y t an th r w t old and it
n' nh w tin mal< ~up n him.

Whil th h d f th P un 1Offic w
ndin ~. r th r ibl anta fr m th var~

i u d p rtm nt th mbi xecutiv
u ht t dip th i : th Human

R 1 ti n ffi w nt d th mpl ye '
hri tm a ka 1 t di tribut d by
ant I u, t II ti r m ny; th
al Offic want d anta to mak a round f

th h p w ll; th Ad rti in Offic wa
w rri d b ut th pr min n f th firm'
nam, u tin that rh p the h uid ti
{: ur ball n t trin with th I tt r

.B.A..
All w f' u ht up in th Ii Iy and rdial

attn h r pr adin through th ~ tiv pr ~

ductive cit ; nothing i m r autiful than
th ti n m trial f1 win n 11
id nd, with it, th dwill ch f I

t ward th ther ; £ r thi tho v all
th kirling und f the pipe r mind us, i
wh t r lty un.
- In th hippin d panment, -mat ~

rial nd piritual-p d thr ugh
M r ld' hand, in it r pr nt d m r~

ch ndi tId and unl ad. And it w n t
nly thr ugh I ding and unl din that h
h r d in th n ral ~ ti it but 1

thinkin th t t th nd f th t I b ril}th f
hundr d f th u and f p ka th r
w it d k bIn ing t him I n
pr r by th Hum n R Iati n

ffi - nd v n m r, y figurin h w
mu h u him t th nd f th m nth,
c untin th hri tm nu and hi r~

tim h ur . With th t m n ,h t w uld
I t ru h t th h p and buy, buy, uy,

t i pr nt, pr nt, pr nt, hi

mo t incere £ lin and the eneral int r·pcrc

f indu try and c mm rc deer ed.
Th h ad f the Personnel Office cam into

the hipping d partm nt with a fake beard in
his hand. "Hey, y u!" h said to Marc vald .
" ee how thi bard I k nyu. Perl ct!
You're anta th n. me up tair . Get m ~

ing. ~ u'll be giv n a pecial nu if y u m k
fifty h m d Ii ri per day."

G t up a anta Clau , Marc aId r de
thr ugh the city n th addl of the m t r~

bik ;truck lad n with packag wrapp d in
varic I r d pap r, ti d with pr tty ribb n ,
and derated with twi f mi tl t and
h lly. The whit c tton beard tickl d him a
little, but it pr teeted hi throat fr m the
c ld air.

Hi first tri w to hi wn h m , because
h C uldn't r . t the t mptati. n of gi ing hi
hildr n a urprise. At first, he thought, the

w n't recogniz m . Then I bet th y'lliaugh!
Th children w re pI yin n th tair.

The b rely I k d up. "Hi, Papa."
Marc aId wa I t down. "Hmph ...

.-.J'-fn't yuh w I'm dr d?"
"H w r· u upp d t be dre d ?"

Pi tru i 2 id. "Lik anta Claus, right?"
'And y u r ognized me first thing?"
"Ea ! W re gniz d ign r igi m nd ,3

t ; and h w d' gui d tt r than y u!"
I And th janit r r ther;in~l w!"
"And th f th r f th twin aero the

tr t!"
"And th un I fErn tina-th girl with

th braid!"
"All dr . d lik nta lau." M raid
k d, and th di pp intm nt in hi v ic

w n't du nl t th· failur f th famil ur;
prise but al h £ It that th c mpa~

n ' pr ti h d m h w n im ir d.

2. Pietruccio (pe trroc},' ch- 0).
" .."3. Signor Sigismondo ( e nyor' e gez mon' do):

ignor i th Italian equival nt of Mr.
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'"",..v'f U an k d: I th t wh

P pa.'
t hi h ft. "I h
/' h i hil,
"m .

U ur. Ju t lik y u" th hil
n w r . Lik n a I . With

ocard, u u l.H n tumin th ir b n
him, h hit r n m r d a in in
th ir m .

It h p ne th t th Pu Ii R I tinT>
man i h h d th m id t

m tim; an th ha r ruit t

num r pI ,j Ie r th m rt,
p n i n r, tr t en r l nd h d dr d
th m in th r d uni '.; ith th I
oeard. Th chi! r n h fi tim
been amu , r nizin' qUJlintances
th i i n igh rh £i r , ut ft r
whil th y r 'ad 4 and ai n furth r
att nti n.

Th m h \ r in I in m t
abSOrb th m en ir 1 . Th ha h 1": n
lao in d w r te in a cir I . (May I k
wh t y uri trin 7" r Id in uir d.

"Lea u al n , . w ha t fix ur
"r n.

"r n ~ r wh m."
r hil . ha t fin a r
him r n."

7"
•

4. jad d: dull d by exceSSl~S .
5. Mi helino (m kii 1-' n5).

•I 0

th r v ........, ....l . I

•nn
7'•

I
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6. majolica (rna PiI' i ka): a f ri hly d orat-
ed Italian pott ry.

A

7. Gianfranco (je an fral)' ko).
8. Commendatore (kOm m n' da to' ra): titl,
u ed to addr or ref r to a m mber of th ari t rat-
i la, that no talgi ally r 011 th tim of
kni hts nd hivalry.

•a am.
At h me, he t und Michelin with hi

r th TS, g Id.
" ay, wh re did y u r'
"I c m h m tell ct ur pr n ... the

pr n ~ r that r child ..."
"What? Wh r'
"Th n that w d th ne in th

illa, with th Chri tID tr '
, Him? Wh t kind f a pre nt c uid u

i him. '
, h, w fix th m up ery nic ... thr

pr n, all wrap d in iIv r pa r."
Th ung r k up: "Wall w nt

t th r t t k th m t him! Y, u h uid
h v n h w h p y h w !"

"I'll bet!" Marc aId aid. "That w ju t
wh t h n ed d t mak him happy: y ur pr '

n !"
'Y , urs! ... H ran er ri ht away t

t . r ff th pa r and wh t th y w r ..."

Marcovald was busy rearranging the c n,
tents f th truck and didn't answer imm di,
at Iy. But after a m ment, he ha ten d t
pr te t: "P r? What are y u talking about?
~ u kn w wh h' fath r i ?H ' the pr id nt
f the S ciety t r th Implementati n f

Chri tID Consum ti n/Comm ndat re "8

He br ke ff, becau e he didn't e
Michelin anywh r . "Mich lin ! Mich lin !
Wh r ar y ur' H had anished.

I b t he aw an th rant Clau g y,
t k him ~ r m ,and has ne ff after him ...
Marc aId c ntinued hi r unds, but he w

bit c ncemed and c uidn't wait t g t h m

anta Clau himself tandin th r ~ re him;
h xp ct d m fu ,curi ity, ratitude.
And ry tim h w r ci d like the t,
man, wh brin th n w pa r day after day.

H ran t th d r f a luxuri us h u . A
rn an r d th d r." h, an th r

p cka . Wh th· n fr m. '.
" 'h "an mpan w ...
"W 11, rin it in "and hid nta Clau

d wn c rrid r fill d ith ta tri, carpe ,
nd m j Ii . Mi h lin, 11 y ,t I,

•
I w d hi th r, ,

Th m p n did r. Th
nt r d r m with hi h ilin, high

th treat fir tr c uld fit n ath it. It w a
hristma tr Ii hted b I bubbl f ev ry

c I ran· fr m i branch hun pr n and
w f ry ripti n. Fr m th ceilin

hun h a ry tal chand Ii , nd th hi h,
t bran h f th fir u ht m f th Ii,

t nin dr p . r la tabl r
il r, x f candi fruit and f

ttl . Th t , tt r d
r num ruin t h

pli t d I tr ni d ic
hi . On th t ru , in an mp

Iitd ut nin ar Id, I in
pr n , with r, ull n I k. H w I f,
in thr ugh an illustrat d lum, if v ry'
thin ar un him w r n c nc m f hi .

, ianfr n ,7 I k. Gianfr n ," th v'
m id. 'Y u ? nta lau ha c m

b ck with an th r pr nt."
"Thr hundr d twel ,'th child igh d,

with u I kin u fr m hi k. "Put it r
th r . '

"It' th thr hun r d n tw lfth pr nt
th t' arri d, th m id.' ianfranc
i I r. H k unt; h d n't mi
n. untin , h'at i n.'

On ti t Mar Id an Mich lin I ft
th h .

"P pa i th t litd p r child."
Mi h lin k d.
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f th m n remarked. liThey might have
th ught fit ner ..."

"It wa a udd n inspirati n the Pre ident
had," an ther chi f xplain d. "It ems hi lit­
d bo w gi n m ultramodern gift arti...
cl Japan ,I believe, and ~ r th first time
the child wa b i usly n~ ying himself ..."

"Th important thing," the third added, "i
that th 0 tructive Gift erve t de tr y
article of ev ry rt: ju t wh t' n ddt
P d up the p ce fen umpti nand giv

the mark tat . . . ALL in minimum time
and within a child' capacitie ... The
Pr id nt f th i ty a wh Ie new
h riz n p nin ut. H 'in nth heaven,
h ' h"' "nt u la tic .

liBut thi child " Marc vald k d, in a
f int i : "did h r Uy d tr Ymuch tuff?"

'It' h rd t make an tim t, ven a hazy
n , u th h u wa bum d d wn ..."

Mar vald w nt ba k t th tre t, illuroi­
n t d a· if it w r night, r wd d with mamas
nd chiLdr n nd uncle and ranni.e and

pa kag and b II ns and r king h and
hri tm tr and anta lau and chick-

and turk y an fruit cak nd botd and
ip rand chimn w p and ch 'tnut

nd haking pans f ch tnu ver r und,
1 win bl ck t .

And th city m d maller, c llect d in a
lumin u 1 ·uri d in th dark h rt fa
~ r t am n th ... ld trunks f th ch t ...

nut tr and n ndl cl ak f n w.
-"'m wh r in th d rko th h wl f the
w If w hard; th h r h d h Ie buri d in
th n w, in th warm r d rth und r a lay r
f h tnut burrs.

A ja k-h r cam ut, whit, ot th
n Wj h twitch d hi ar, r n n ath th

m 0, but h wa hit nd uldn't TI,

ifh w r o't ~ r . Onl h" linl paw left a
Iight print n th 0 w, like litd 1 r
I v . Nrc uld th w If 0, ~ r h was
hI k and tay d in th black darkn f th

n him. H
II n th

n th han,

"And what wer th v?"~ ~ .
"Th fir twa hammer: that big round

hammer, th w n kind ..."
"Wh t did h d th nr'
"H wa jumping with j y! He rabbed it

and gan to u it!"
"Hrn.,
"H br k 11 th t".... ! And II the gl

war !"Th n h t k th nd pr nt ..."
liWh t w. th tr'
"A lin h t. Y, u h uld ha

w' hap.! H hit 11 th 1
Chri tm tr·. Th n h tart d
d I, " .1 rs ...

liTh t' n u h. I d n't w nt t h ar any
m r ! And th ... third pr nt. '

"W didn't h anything 1 ft t i , w
t k m il r p per and wr pp d u
f kit hen mat h . That' w th pr nt th t

m d him h ppi t f ll. Hid: Th y n v r
1 t m t u h m t h ! H b gan t trik
th "m, an ...

"And?"
". . . and he t fir t rythin !
M rc 1 w t rin hi hair. liI'm

ruin d!'
Th n xt d ,turning u t Y' rk, h ~ It

th t rm r wing. H dr d ain nta
1 u in r t h t, 1 ad d the pre n t be

d Ii r d nt th tru k, aIr d m that
n n had aid an thin t him nd th n h

w, c min t ward him, th thr e ecti n
chi f: th n fr m Public R 1 ti· n ,th ne
fr m Ad tti ing, and th ne fr m al .

" t p!" th y id t him. "Unl ad
thin . At n !"

Thi i it, M J aId id t hi 1£, nd
uld Lr ad pi tur hi If fir d.
"Hurry up! What han all th pack,

g !" th thr ction hi f aid. "Th
""""i ty ~ r th Imp1 m nt ti n f hri tm

'-"'vn urn ti n h launch d campaign t
pu h th tru ti Gift!"

"On th ur f th mom nt lik thi ," n
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bat. Only if he opened his mouth, his teeth
wtft visible. white and sharp.

There was a line where the forat, all black,
ended and the lIIlOW began, all white. The hare
amon this __ and the wolfon that.

The wolf saw the hare's prints on the snow
and followed them, always keeping in the
black, 10 • not to be lea\. At the point where
the prima ended there should be the hare, and

•

the wolf came out <i the black, opened wide
his red maw and his sharp teeth. and- bit the
wind.

The hare was a bit farther on: invisible; he
scratched one ear with his paw and escaped,
hopping away.

Is he here? There? Is he a bit farther on?
Only the expanse <i snow could be seen.

white. as this pege
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